
 
 
 

 

BOARD 

BALTASAR GARZÓN REAL 

 

University of Seville (Universidad de Sevilla) law graduate. Magistrate Judge with 32 years’ 

experience, he has specialised in terrorism investigation, drug trafficking, money laundering, 

corruption, economic and financial crime and crimes against humanity. He is currently a 

practicing lawyer. He was a Criminal Law lecturer at The Complutense University of Madrid 

(Universidad Complutense de Madrid) for 22 years; he was a consultant to the Prosecutor of 

the International Criminal Court from 2010 to 2012 and a consultant to the OAS 

Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia from 2011 to 2012. He was also a member 

of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture in 2006. He has written seven books and also 

works as a columnist and an essayist. He has been presented with Honorary Degrees from 

distinguished universities such as the Universidad Autónoma de Puebla (Autonomous 

University of Puebla), Mexico; the Rosario National University (Universidad Nacional de 

Rosario) , Argentina; New School University, New York; the National University of Quilmes 

(Universidad Nacional de Quilmes), Argentina; the Universidad Autónoma Tomás Frías de 

Potosí (Tomás Frías Autonomous University of Potosí), Bolivia; and the Universidad Nacional de 

La Plata (National University of La Plata), Argentina.  

SHLOMO BEN AMI 

 

Israeli politician and lecturer. He studied History and Literature at the University of Tel Aviv 

where he would later teach. In 1996, he was elected member of the Knesset (Israel 

parliament), and was part of the Foreign Affairs and Defence committees. He was named 

Minister for Public Security in 1999 and, a year later, appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

nearly reached a feasible peace agreement between Israel and Palestine. In March 2001, the 

Likud party, led by Ariel Sharón, won the elections. Ben Ami left his position and refused being 

part of the government. He is now vice-president of the Toledo International Centre for Peace 

(non-profit organisation which aims to contribute to the prevention and resolution of conflicts, 

crisis management and the consolidation of peace within a framework of respect and 

promotion of basic human rights and democratic values). He has written various books on 

Spain and Israel. Two of the most well-known are The Origins of The Second Republic In Spain 

(1978) and Fascism from Above (1983). 

Mª CARMEN DURÁN MARTÍNEZ 

 

Lecturer. She is one of the founders and president of the Desperta Cambados Association. She 

is also a manager at the Foundation Culture of Peace (Fundación Cultura de Paz), which focuses 



 
 
 

on informative and educational areas. Carmen Durán has specialised in drug trafficking and 

drug problems.  

RAMÓN MEMBRILLO TRABAJO 

 

Lawyer and member of the  Sports and Culture Association Villa Piltrafas (Asociación Deportivo 

Cultural Villa Piltrafas). 

EDUARDO MARTÍN DE POZUELO 

 

Journalist. Coordinator of the terrorism news section of La Vanguardia newspaper. He studied 

Journalism in Madrid and Barcelona. He started working for La Vanguardia in 1975 and was 

promoted to head of the Investigation area two years later.  He co-founded the newspaper’s 

Investigation team and was its editor until its dissolution in 2003. He has written hundreds of 

articles and news pieces of international relevance, such as the articles that revealed the 

presence of the Mafia in Spain. He published Guía de la corrupción, written with Jordi Bordas 

and Santiago Tarín in 1994. He revealed the presence of sleeping Al Qaeda cells in Spain 

through the Terrorism Area of La Vanguardia. He has encouraged investigative journalism on 

the missing Spaniards during the military dictatorships in Argentina and Chile and won the 

2000 Human Rights Award. From 2005, he started a new line of investigation related to the 

Franco regime. He was awarded the International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation Award for 

revealing the unknown connection between the Franco regime and the Holocaust. He has 

written various essays and novels (La cosa nuestra, La guerra ignorada, Los secretos del 

franquismo, El franquismo, cómplice del holocausto (y otros episodios desconocidos de la 

Dictadura)…), and has lectured in Investigative Journalism at various universities.  

FANNY RUBIO 

 

Writer and lecturer. Lecturer in Literature at the Complutense University of Madrid. She is a 

literary critic, novelist and poet. Some of her works include Las revistas de poesía (1939-1975), 

Poesía contemporánea. Historia y antología (1939-1980), La sal del chocolate (1992), El dios 

dormido (1998) and El hijo del aire (2001), which is also a play. She is considered one of the 

most important specialists in Contemporary Spanish poetry. She was appointed director of the 

Cervantes Institute in Rome in 2006.  

MARCOS GUTIÉRREZ MERGALEJO  

 

Politician. He was the Socialist candidate for Jaen Mayor. He is currently a member of the 

Advisory Committee of Andalucia (Consejo Consultativo de Andalucía).  

LUIS DEL OLMO 

 

Journalist and radio presenter. Director and presenter of Protagonistas radio programme on 

ABC Punto Radio, the longest-running show in the history of Spanish radio with 11670 

programmes. Before he got to Punto Radio, del Olmo worked at  Radio Ponferrada, Radio 

Asturias, La Voz de León, RNE Radio, Cadena Española, Cadena COPE and Onda Cero. Terrorist 

organisation ETA attempted against his life eight times from June to December 2001. 



 
 
 

Nevertheless, he has always defended dialogue to end terrorism. He was presented with an 

Honorary Degree by the Rey Juan Carlos University (Universidad Rey Juan Carlos) in 2007. He 

has won over 100 awards for his radio career, such has eight Premios Ondas de la 

Comunicación (Ondas Communication Awards), Premio Nacional de Radio (National Radio 

Award) and five Antenas de Oro (Gold Aerials), Micrófono de oro (Gold Microphone), 

Asociación Profesional Española de Informadores de Radio Award (Spanish Professional 

Association of Radio Reporters Award), Premio Nacional de Radio (National Radio Award). He 

was also presented with the Pluma de la Paz (Peace Fountain Pen) in 1996, an award that is 

part of the National Drug Programme (Plan Nacional sobre Drogas) with which the Ministry of 

the Interior honours dedication to the fight against drugs. The UNESCO presented him with the 

Mahatma Ghandi Gold Medal in 1997 and he was also awarded the King of Spain International 

Journalism Award (Premio Internacional de Periodismo Rey de España) in 1999, among others. 

JOSÉ ANTONIO MARTÍN PALLÍN 

Spanish jurist. Former prosecutor and judge emeritus. He has combined his career with his 

membership with human rights organisations. He was president of the Asociación pro 

Derechos Humanos de España (Spanish Association for Human Rights), president of the Unión 

Progresista de Fiscales (Progressive Union of Prosecutors) and a spokesperson for Jueces para 

la Democracia (Judges for Democracy). He collaborated with Amnesty International and the 

International Commission of Jurists on research missions on human rights in Latin America and 

Palestine. He was presented with the Premio Nacional de Derechos Humanos Award (Spanish 

National Award for Human Rights) in 2006. He is also a member of the Scientific  Observatory 

in the Lanzarote Biosphere Reserve and the Spanish Bioethics Committee. He has published 

various works and contributions in El País and El Periódico de Catalunya newspapers, most of 

them related to the Spanish Civil War and historical memory.  

MANUEL RAMIRO MUÑOZ 

 

Head of the Centre for Intercultural Studies of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana Cali 

(Pontifical Javeriana University of Cali), Colombia. Philosopher at the Universidad Javeriana of 

Bogotá (Javeriana University). He is also an advisor for higher education at the International 

Institute for Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean IESALC/UNESCO, member of 

the Scientific Committee of the Conference on Higher Education of GUNi (Global University 

Network for Innovation), a network which is coordinated by the United Nations University, 

UNESCO and the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (Polytechnic University of Catalunya). He 

has written various publications on the need for higher education, interculturalism and the 

community procedures of indigenous peoples and people of African descent of south-western 

Colombia. He has supported indigenous and African communities for over 28 years in 

strengthening their educational and organisational procedures, and the communities of African 

descent in the South Pacific of Colombia for over 12 years. 

ANTHONY GEIST 

 

Lecturer in Spanish Lliterature and Comparative Literature for the University of California, 

Berkeley. He has lectured at the University of Berkeley, Princeton, Texas, San Antonio and 

Dartmouth College. His publications focus on modernism and postmodernism in Iberian 



 
 
 

poetry. He has also researched art and literature during the Spanish Civil War. He promoted a 

touring exhibition of children’s pictures during this time.  

SAMUEL SCHMIDT 

 

Mexican writer and journalist. He is known for his analysis on the political situation of the 

country for the past 20 years. Lecturer at various universities and author of various books, such 

as Chistes étnicos, En la mira and México visto desde lejos. He particularly talks about the 

relationship between society and state in his articles and essays.  

BARTOMEU CATALÁ BARCELÓ 

 

Majorcan priest. He is currently the president of the “Proyecto Hombre” association in the 

Balearic Islands. He was presented with the Ramón Llul prize in 1996 and the Gold Medal of the 

Autonomous Community of the Balearic Islands in 1997 for his help to people with drug 

addiction.  

MANUEL RIVAS BARRÓS 

 

Writer, poet, essayist and journalist. His work is mainly written in Galician, although he also 

writes articles in Spanish, especially for El País newspaper. His book Que me queres, amor?, 

includes short story La lengua de las mariposas, which the film with the same name is based 

on. The books of short stories Ella, maldita alma, La mano del emigrante (2002) and Las 

llamadas perdidas (2003) complete his works. He has written three short novels: Os comedores 

de patacas (1993), O lápis do carpinteiro (1998), which won the Spanish Critic’s Award and was 

turned into a film by Antón Reixa; and En salvaxe compaña (1995), which was edited again with 

the author’s corrections in 2004. His latest works are the play El héroe (2005), the novel Los 

libros arden mal (2006) and a journalistic essay. He cofounded Greenpeace Spain and held 

various management positions for a few years. He was one of the architects of the Nunca Máis 

organization during the Prestige disaster. 

MARÍA GARZÓN MOLINA 

 

Advertising and Public Relations graduate from the Rey Juan Carlos University. She has worked 

in the marketing department of La Caixa Foundation and in media as an editor, producer and 

communication officer. She currently works for MADES, a company she founded, and 

collaborates with various non-governmental organisations. She is the general manager of 

FIBGAR.  

 

 


