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FIBGAR DEFENDS UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION 

 

The Foundation participates, as an organization specialized in Human Rights, in 

a public act against the reform in the Spanish Congress, in the day in the fight 

against impunity. FIBGAR has also signed, along with other organizations, a 

report to international institutions warning of the risk of the change of the law 

Madrid, 4 March 2014. Baltasar Garzón Internacional Foundation (FIBGAR) defends the role of 

Universal Jurisdiction as a way to end impunity and achieve real social justice. Therefore, since 

the proposal to reform the Universal Jurisdiction (UJ) law, which reduces and conditionates the 

cases that can be applied, was announced, FIBGAR has not hesitated to join civil society on the 

rejection of this reform.  

FIBGAR participated in two events which prove the validity of this legislation, which became 

Spain a world leader in Universal Justice. First, in a public ceremony in the Congress of 

Deputies in Madrid, that has gathered scores of people. Victims, civil society, lawyers and 

parliamentary groups - as the Izquierda Plural Deputy Gaspar Llamazares, the Prosecutor of 

the Audiencia Nacional Dolores Delgado or the member of the Association pro Human Rights 

of Spain Manuel Ollé -, were there in order to explain the meaning of legislative reform and 

the consequences that it will have on Human Rights. 

María Garzón, General Manager of FIBGAR, took part in the event to read a few words from 

the President of the Foundation. The judge Baltasar Garzón highlights in his text the important 

gains that have been achieved in the protection of victims and which, without this principle, 

wouldn’t have had "last stronghold". "However in some countries such as Spain, after the 

breakthrough that was the judgement of the Constitutional Court in the case of Guatemala, 

Universal jurisdiction suffered a large cut in 2009 for economic, political or diplomatic reasons. 

But despite this, cases such as tortures in Guantanamo on a Spanish citizen, or the murder of 

José Couso, were consolidated with the new interpretation, although some people wanted to 

end them”.  

'Universal Jurisdiction and fight against impunity' 

Many jurists, professors and lawyers participated in the Conference "Universal Jurisdiction and 

fight against impunity", held today at the Faculty of Political Sciences at the Universidad 

Complutense of Madrid. This conference has been an opportunity to know and analyze the 

limits, reasons and possible consequences of the reform of the Universal jurisdiction, which 

the Government is planning.  
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Various round tables of law were held throughout the day. They were attended by Ana 

Messuti, Manuel Ollé or Alicia Moreno, Head of Litigation of Rights International Spain (RIS), 

who pointed out that "this reform has mortally wounded the Universal Jurisdiction". 

In addition, the intervention of Dr. Carlos Fernández Liesa, Professor of Public International 

Law and International Relations of the University Carlos III of Madrid, and Carlota Catalán, legal 

advisor of FIBGAR, recalled the fundamental role of Baltasar Garzón in Universal Jurisdiction 

and the value of Spain as a reference in the protection of Human Rights and the fight against 

impunity.  

International request for the defence of the UJ 

In the quest to defend this principle of social justice, FIBGAR, along with other international 

civil society organizations in the defence of Human Rights, has sent a report to the Committee 

against enforced disappearances and the Working Group on the enforced or involuntary, both 

dependent on United Nations, which warns of the extraordinary restrictions associated with 

the change of legislation.  

It analyzes how the reform will veto the possibility of Justice to victims by adding more 

problems to the already released in 2009. Among them, in some crimes it won’t be enough 

that the victims are Spanish or the presence of the author on Spanish soil is tested, adding 

cases that are seldom met. In addition, the entry into force of this legislation would assume 

the retroactive closure of the open causes over crimes under international law such as 

genocide, crimes against humanity, forced disappearance and torture 

 

 

Full text of Baltasar Garzón read in the Congress of Deputies  

Document delivered to the Working Group of enforced disappearances of the United Nations 

on the reform of the Universal Jurisdiction 

Document about universal jurisdiction given to the Committee on enforced disappearances of 

the United Nations on the reform  
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colaboradores@fibgar.org 
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