
 

 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

 

BALTASAR GARZÓN TO UNITED NATIONS: “Spain is the only 

European country that does nothing for victims of enforced 

dissappearances”. 

 

President of FIBGAR, claims at the United Nations Headquarter in Geneva that 

Spain has not investigated the cases of enforced dissappearances occurred during 

the Civil War and the dictatorship. 

 

The President of the Baltasar Garzón International Foundation (FIBGAR), 

together with his legal team, attended the Fifth Session of the United Nations 

Committee on Enforced Dissapearances  that examines the efforts done by Spain to 

comply with its obligations under the International Convention on Enforced 

Dissappearances. FIBGAR submitted its report with additional information showing that 

the Spanish authorities has done very little to throw a light on cases of enforced 

dissaperances that took place during the Civil War and the Franco´s dictatorship. "What 

I find so frightening is the indifference of Spanish governments and the entire political 

class to the fate of the victims of Franco and of the suffering of family members they 

left behind", said the Judge before the UN panel.   

 

In his assessment of the first session - which will be complemented on Tuesday 

and Wednesday with the views of organizations of civil society-, Garzón was surprised 

with the fact that, in reply to the questions raised by the Comitee, Spain recognized the 

permanent nature of the crime, contradicting the approach of the Spanish Supreme 

Court. “We are here today, at the United Nations, because the Supreme Court's 

decision closed the doors to justice and set the basis for impunity”, said Judge Garzón, 

who also stressed on the need to create a Truth Commission on the crimes committed 

during the dictatorship.  

 

FIBGAR and Baltasar Garzón claimed that the State has an obligation to 

investigate these crimes. The first census raises the victims of enforced disappearances 

to 114,000 victims of enforced disappearances and that they could lead to more of 

150.000. A recent report published in a newspaper shows that 129 victims in mass 

grave, only 12 were identified due to the lack of resources committed by the 

Administration. “I do believe that it is time to accept that, perhaps, we just didn't do  



 

 
 

 

what we had to do”, said the judge. 

 

The report submitted by FIBGAR to the United Nations Committee calls for the 

investigation and prosecution of cases of enforced dissappearances as well as the 

abolition of the Amnesty Law.  This recommendation was also supported by the UN 

Working Group on Enforced Desappearances during its visit to spain last September. 

The report also highlights the need to pass a national legislation implementing the 

Convention to ensure the maximum protection of persons from enforced 

disappearance and undertake all obligations incurred thereunder. This would mean, at 

least, the amendment of the Constitution , the Criminal Code , the Criminal Procedure 

Act , the Statute of the victim , the Organic Law of the Judiciary , the Amnesty Law, the 

extradition law , the Immigration Law and  the Penitentiary Law . 

 

Together with the report elaborated by FIBGAR, other Human Rights 

Organizations as Rights International Spain and Spanish Association for International 

Law of Human Rights submitted additional information on the Spain´s report of 

December 26, 2012. 

 

 


