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FIBGAR WILL ATTEND THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENFORCED  

DISAPPEARANCES OF UNITED NATIONS 

 

The meeting will be held in Geneva on November 5 and it will value the report 

submitted by Spain on the application of the International Convention on 

Enforced Disappearances 

 

 

On 5 November 2013, the Committee on Enforced Desappearances of the NU at 

its Fifth  Session will examine a list of issues in relation to the report submitted by Spain 

on the application of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons 

from Enforced Disappearance. This is a unique opportunity to guarantee the rights of 

victims of enforced dissapearance in Spain. 

 

“Spain must comply with its international obligations under the Convention on 

Enforced Disappearance,” says Judge Baltasar Garzón, President of FIBGAR. The 

Foundation endorses the recomendations made by United Nations to Spain as regards 

its duty to investigate and prosecute the enforced disappearances that took place 

during the Civil War and the dictatorship, and to revoke the Amnesty Law, contrary to 

the International Law.  “The State must assume a leadership role and engage more 

actively to respond to the demands of thousands of families searching for the fate or 

whereabouts of their loved ones”, said the experts of the Working Group of the United 

Nations on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances at the end of their visit to Spain. “It 

is regrettable the situation of impunity for cases of enforced disappearances that 

occurred during the Civil War and the dictatorship. There is no ongoing effective 

criminal investigation nor any person convicted” they added. FIBGAR also met the 

Working Group and reiterated its full commitment with this issue, shared worryings 

with the team and made reccommendations. The President of FIBGAR, Baltasar Garzón, 

and representatives of the Foundation, will be present at the fifth session of the 

Committee on Enforced Disappearances.  

 

Currently, there are still more than 150.000 enforced disappearance cases that 

have not been investigated nor have their authors been punished. Dozens of victims 

still ignore the fate of their relatives and the circumstances of their deaths. After the 

Supreme Court’s decision 101/2012 this situation has worsened, having the victims’ 

rights to truth, justice and reparation been flatly denied. 

 

Spain has totally abandoned the victims of enforced disappearances occurred 

during the Civil War and Franco’s regime. In addition, it fails to fulfill its most basic 
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prevention obligations under the Convention, as the introduction in its Criminal Code 

of the crime of enforced disappearance as an autonomous offence, which turns into an 

equal abandonment of the future victims of this terrible crime.   

 

The International Convention was adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly on 20 December 2006 and entered into force -also for Spain- on 23 

December 2010. That compels Spain to adopt all necessary measures to comply with 

the Convention. “The creation of a Truth Commission on international crimes occurred 

during the Civil War and the dictatorship is essential to guarantee the rights of victims,” 

says Judge Garzón. 

 

 International Convention is determined to prevent enforced disappearances 

and to combat impunity for this crime. Additionaly, it considers and affirms the right of 

any person not to be subjected to enforced disappearance, the right of victims to 

justice and to reparation, as well as the right of any victim to know the truth about the 

circumstances of an enforced disappearance, the fate of the disappeared person, and 

the right to freedom to seek, receive and impart information to this end. 

 

Accordingly, FIBGAR urges Spain to carry out an impartial investigation and 

without delay of all cases of enforced dissappearances, including those occurred during 

the Civil War and the Franco's regime. Perpetrators of the most henious crimes must 

been prosecuted. 

 

 

Background 

 

• Spain ratified the Convention on Enforced Disappearances on July 14, 2009. In 

addition, the instrument of ratification was published in the Official State Bulletin on 

February 18, 2011. 

• Under Article 29 of the Convention, Spain must submit a report to the 

Committee on the measures taken to comply with its obligations under the treaty 

Convention. The report must be delivered within two years from the treaty's entry into 

force. Spain submitted its report to the Committee last December 26, 2012 for its 

consideration. 

• The 5th Session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances will take place at 

the United Nations headquarters in Geneva from the 4th  to the 15th of November 2013. 

It will examine the report submitted by Spain. 

 

 

 


